
 

 

 

 

A new R-2 occupancy description, called a Live/Work 
Unit, has been added to the 2009 IBC.  This is a residen-
tial occupancy that has 10% to 50% of its area devoted to 
non-residential use.  The new section defines how means 
of egress, fire protection and accessibility are handled in 

this non-separated mixed use configuration (IBC 419). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from our :                                                                                                                

Important Changes to the 2009 I-Codes Seminar.           

   Available Fall 2009. 

 

 

  From the “Quick Code Answers”  

Telephone Support records.  
_________________________ 

 

Quick Code Answers is an annual subscription  

service that provides Phone & On-site technical 

support for your Building Code questions.  

 

Call us to subscribe! 
 

Q: Does the 7”/11” rise/run geometry apply to industrial 
stairs?  Aren’t there more lenient (steeper) stair allow-

ances for factory and storage occupancies?   

 

A: When “stair” is 
used in the IBC, it   
always describes the 
design in 1009.3.  It is 
not dependent on the 
type of occupancy or 
application.  There are 
exceptions given for 
small mezzanines and unoccupied roof access in factory, 
hazardous and storage occupancies.  In these cases an Al-
ternating Tread Devices (IBC 1009.9) may be used.  This 
is a stair-like design that has a step for each foot and has a 

much steeper geometry.   

 

There are some allowances that may apply here for open 
risers (IBC1009.3.3), openings in walking surfaces 
(IBC1009.5.1) and openings in guards (IBC1013.3).  But 

in general, the 7/11 geometry applies everywhere. 
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Accessibility Corner:  

 

Welcome back!  When the 2009 IBC is adopted in a few months, several new accessibility provisions will 
be enforced.  But this one looks very familiar!  The Area of Refuge sprinkler exemption has been        
restored.  The 2006 edition required all exit stairways that function as accessible means of egress to   
include an Area of Refuge.  This accessibility feature will again be optional, if the building is fully        

sprinklered (IBC 1007.3 & 1007.4). 

 

However, if an Area of Refuge is not provided, the Two-Way Communication section now requires the equipment 

and signage to be placed at the elevator landing (IBC 1007.8) 

Taken from our Important Changes to the 2009 I-Codes Seminar.  Available Fall 2009. 

 

 

 

The August meeting of the UCC Review and Advisory Council included  

an L&I report on the accessibility audit program.   

 

 

After 4 years of accessibility audits, all eligible municipalities have been reviewed at least once.  Many have had follow-
up audits depending upon their level of performance in the initial review.  This is a full year ahead of the mandated 5 
year cycle.  There are 2251 opt-in municipalities, of which, 1117 had auditable projects.  863 follow-up audits were 
also performed.  There are currently 30 L&I field inspectors who perform the audits, in addition to their duties with 
opt-outs and state owned buildings.  This number is down from three years ago when there were 55 field inspectors.  
The internal “audit the auditor” program was instituted to maintain enforcement quality and consistency.  A 19%    
decrease in the number of citations issued to code officials in the last year is seen as a confirmation that the audit 

process is working. 

 

In the discussion that followed, a letter from Rep. Jaret Gibbons was mentioned.   Apparently, Rep Gibbons was   
questioning the advisability of local enforcement.  He was quoted as saying it was a “wide spread problem” and     
wondered if it should be returned to L&I for enforcement.  In the end, two recommendations were considered.  They 
are a unique certification renewal process for accessibility credentials and mandatory certification for designers and 

contractors.   

Returning enforcement to L&I was not considered practical because of the limited work force (30 inspectors).   

 

Many other topics were discussed at the meeting.  I will try to include some in later newsletters. 
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State Certified Third-Party Agency    

We offer municipalities a high quality commercial plan review service that is designed to meet the 
needs of municipal code officials. This includes Building and Accessibility reviews, Electrical,             

Mechanical, Plumbing and Energy Compliance. 

                        Your Accessibility Review is prepared to L&I Audit Standards! 

Important Features: 

• Fast Turn-around  

• Personal Account Manager assigned to each project 

• Regular Status Updates for BCOs about their projects 

• Projects remain in our system until they comply  - no bouncing back to the BCO after each review step 

• Technical Support during the building process 

• Fee includes all services.  No hourly or extra charges. 

• Approved employees and consultants are highly qualified. 

• Excellent documentation package 

• Custom “Field Inspection Checklists”                               Call today for more information:  717-215-5849 

 

 

Do you have a code question that is baffling you?   
    

Submit your code question to code_question@ApprovedCode.com                                                           

Be sure to include a daytime telephone number in case we need more information.                                 

We will respond to your question by e-mail or phone in a timely manner.   
 

APPROVED Code Services, Inc. provides building code support services, training and products to assist design profes-
sionals and code officials in the proper application of the building code. Our staff is experienced and fully certified in all areas of 
the Pennsylvania State Building Code.  Information provided in this newsletter is believed to be accurate and appropriate for the 
situation being presented.   All information must be cross checked with a code book for suitability to the application.  The local 

building code official and the appeals board have the final authority for interpreting the code in each jurisdiction. 

Recommended Resources 

Got Code Questions? 

Post Office Box 614   Dillsburg, Pennsylvania  17019  

www.ApprovedCode.com 

*See  our web site for complete info!! 

Upcoming Public Seminar in Mechanicsburg, PA :  De-Coding the ADA Code  

Earns 6 UCC Continuing Education Credits!!!  (ADA: Americans with Disabilities Act)  

    Date: September 22, 2009  Time: 9AM – 4PM     

Approved Code Product Highlight   


