
 

~“Making the Building Codes Work for You!”~ 

From the “Quick Code Answers”  

Telephone Support records.  
_________________________ 

Quick Code Answers is an annual subscription 
service that provides Phone & On-site technical        

support for Building Code questions. 
  

Q.   We are modifying an existing office building.  One of the 
additions is a wide stair (20 Ft) centered on the front entrance 
doors.  The door configuration measures 19 ft. across with a 
set of double doors at each end and a wall with the company 
sign in the middle.  There are handrails planned for the sides 
of the stairway but it seems like there should be at least one 
handrail in the center, as well.  What does the code require 

for hand railings?  

 

 

A:   This stairway would be classified as a 
Monumental Stairs.  Basically, handrails are 
required on each side of a stairway.  They 
must also be available within 30 inches of 
"the most  direct path of egress travel".  If the stair is wider 
than 60 inches, Intermediate Handrails are required to meet 
this 30 inch  maximum.  A 20 foot wide stairway would need 
the 2 outside railings and 3 intermediate handrails if it were 
serving continuous doors.  However, the "most direct path of 
egress travel" in this case is up the sides since that is where 
the doors are located.  The center area would not qualify as 
an egress travel path since it does not serve any entrance 
doors.  This would exempt it from the Intermediate Handrail 
requirements.                                                            

 See IBC 1009.10 and IBC 1012.8 for details.   
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Current Events 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania House Bill HB1049 2007, which amends the UCC to create a Review and Advisory Council, was 
pass unanimously.  It was referred to the State Senate L&I committee just be for Christmas break.  This will 
create a state oversight group for the ICC code and should head off problems like the foundation anchor 

bolts situation we experienced with the 2006 IRC adoption. 

 

 

Two electrical requirements in the 
NEC2005  took effect                           

on January 1, 2008.   
 

The first relates to Arc-Fault Circuit Interruption 
(AFCI) devices for bedrooms.  The Arc-Fault change re-
quires a new Combination type AFCI instead of the older 
Branch/Feeder type.  Combination AFCI's protect against all 
three types of arc-faults.  The older branch/feeder type only 
protects against one type.  The code sections that mandate 

this change are NEC 210.12 and IRC E3802.12. 

 

The second electrical code change relates to disconnects 
for fluorescent ballasts.  It requires an internal or exter-
nal disconnecting switch for ballasts that drive double ended 
lamps or are fed with a multi-wire branch circuit.  The intent 
seems to be safety while changing ballasts.  There are many 
exemptions.                                                                      

See NEC Section 410.73 (G) for details.   
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 State Certified Plan-Review Services 

We offer the full range of plan review and inspection services to commercial 
clients.  This includes Building and Accessibility reviews, Electrical, Mechanical, 
Plumbing and Energy Compliance.  We supply a pre-design code checklist  
tailored to the unique project requirements.  This ensures that critical information is included in the plan 
documents and greatly reduces the plan review turnaround time.                                                                  

We are available to answer your questions, when you need answers - fast! 

Please ask your building code officials if they allow third-party review. 

 Call us or write for a fee sheet and quote!   

Do you have a code question?   

Maybe something that has been inspected and passed on one job and failed on the next?  

Or maybe you are just wondering about the reason for a certain code. 

Submit your code question to Questions@ApprovedCode.com                                                          

Be sure to include a daytime telephone number in case we need more information.                                                 

We will respond to your question by e-mail or phone as soon as possible.   

APPROVED Code Services, Inc. provides building code support services, training and  products to assist design       
professionals and builders in the proper application of the building code. Our staff is experienced and fully certified in all areas 
of the Pennsylvania State Building Code, both residential and  commercial.  Information provided in this newsletter is believed to 

be accurate and appropriate for the situation  being presented.  All information must be cross checked with a code book for suitability to the 

application.  The local building code official and the appeals board have the final authority for interpreting the code in each jurisdiction. 
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Recommended Resources 

 Architectural Graphic Standards [11th Edition]   

CD-ROM version - Price $375.00  Print version - Price $250.00 

This is the CD-ROM version of the popular "architect's bible".                                           
It has over 8,000 architectural illustrations, including both reference drawings and             
constructible architectural details.  All are completely CAD-compatible and ready for 
downloading in .dwg, .dgn, and .dxf file formats.  This product will save many design 

hours.  The standard print version is also available. 


